The American Revolution: Causes, Ideas, and Consequences

The American Revolutionary War was a turning point in American history. It was not only a war for independence from Great Britain, but also a struggle over power, rights, and the role of government.
Background: From Colonies to Conflict
Before the Revolution, the American colonies were part of the British Empire. Colonists depended on Britain for protection and trade, but they also governed many of their own local affairs.
This balance began to change after Britain fought and won the French and Indian War. Although Britain gained land, it also gained massive debt. To recover financially, the British government decided that the colonies should help pay for the cost of the war.
Britain introduced new taxes and enforced trade laws more strictly. Colonists were expected to follow these laws even though they had no representatives in Parliament, the British law-making body.
Growing Tensions
Many colonists believed that these actions violated their rights. They argued that government power should be limited and that laws should not be made without the consent of the people.
Protests and boycotts spread across the colonies. At first, many colonists hoped to fix their relationship with Britain rather than break away completely. However, as British control increased, trust began to disappear.
By 1775, fighting broke out between British soldiers and colonial militias. What began as resistance soon became a full war for independence.
Ideas Behind the Revolution
The American Revolution was influenced by political ideas that emphasized liberty and self-government. Colonists believed that people were born with natural rights, including life and freedom. Government, they argued, existed to protect those rights.
These ideas helped justify breaking away from a king who held too much power. For the colonists, the Revolution became a fight not just against British rule, but against the idea of unlimited authority.

Independence and a New Nation
After years of fighting, the colonies defeated Britain. Independence was officially recognized, and the United States became a new nation.
American leaders worked to create a government that would avoid the problems they experienced under British rule. They rejected monarchy and attempted to limit power through written laws and a constitution.
Unresolved Problems
Although the Revolution changed who governed the country, it did not solve all of America’s problems. Slavery continued, inequality remained, and disagreements over federal and state power grew stronger.
These unresolved issues created tension within the new nation. Over time, these divisions deepened and eventually contributed to the American Civil War.
Conclusion
The American Revolution was successful in achieving independence and reshaping government. However, it also showed that political freedom does not automatically create social equality. The Revolution laid the foundation for the United States, but it also left important questions unanswered questions that future generations would struggle to resolve.
One-Sentence Summary 
The American Revolution changed who ruled America, but it did not solve every problem facing the new nation.
Activity 1
Answer the questions
1.	What is the central idea of the reading?
2.	Write two details from the text that support this idea.

Activity 2: What were the effects of the causes?
Cause										Effect
-Britain had war debt	
-Colonists had no representation	
-Colonists protested and boycotted	
-Colonies won independence	

Activity 3: CONTINUITY & CHANGE 

Continuity vs. change over time
Instructions: Write three positions
Changed After the Revolution				Stayed the Same
	
************************************************************************** 
 Activity 4: SHORT WRITTEN RESPONSE (Assessment / Exit Ticket)
Skill: Argument + explanation
Time: 8–10 minutes
Prompt (Students write 6–8 sentences)
Explain why the American Revolution was more than a fight over taxes.
High-Quality Answer Should Include:

-mention of power or rights
-representation
-self-government
-explanation beyond money






